Pattern of gastric endocrine cells in microcarcinoidosis--an immunohistochemical study of 14 gastric biopsies.
A total of 14 gastric biopsy specimens from patients with microcarcinoidosis were analysed by immunohistochemical methods to evaluate the pattern of endocrine cell hyperplasia and dysplasia. All the patients had type A gastritis (autoimmune gastritis). Nonantral proliferations of gastric endocrine cells were classified according to Solcia et al. All 14 cases had hyperplasia and 13 (92.9%) of them, dysplasia of gastric endocrine cells; 9 (64.3%) of the 14 were found to have showed a coexisting invasive gastric carcinoid at the time of diagnosis of microcarcinoidosis. The patients with invasive carcinoids had higher degrees and more complex forms of endocrine dysplasia (precarcinoid lesions). The average size of the foci of the microcarcinoidosis in gastric biopsies was 0.14 +/- 0.09 cm in the patients without invasive carcinoid, as against to 0.5 +/- 0.24 cm in the group of patients with associated invasive carcinoid. Microcarcinoid gastric biopsies about 0.5 cm in size, are suggestive of adjacent invasive carcinoid. However, even frankly invasive ECL carcinoids seem to be clinically less dangerous than was thought until recently.